THE CAR is all packed: puss-
ports. driver’s license and --
maost imporiant of all -- rubber
hoors and lots of old jeans and
sweatshirts for the Kids. We're
on ourway from Municl down
into Ausieia o see if furim life is
all it's cracked up 1o be. Ever
since coming o Germany. I had
admired those {dvilic furm-
houses situated on the side of a
mountain surrounded by mead-
ows of wildflowers and with
hlankets of gerantums

hanging from the balcony
flower boxes.

Staying on a farm can be fun in any seascn

The directiens from u friend of a friend
read “after the town of Wagrain look
forkilometermarker 10, then turn right.
Drive upthe mountainaboul three miles
and on the right is Scpp’s farm.
Obergersbuch. ™

[Us auwobahn most of the way to
Wagrain then straight on through on the
road to St Johann. Now all we have o
find is marker 16, " There itis!™ Now.
the next road to the nght. The onfv right
turn [ see within the next five miles is a
tiny road leading straight up and which
[ take to be someone’s diiveway. “"But
that must have been il we think as we
make a U-turn at the [rst feasible place.
Now. 1o find that “'road™ again coming
from the other direction. “*There i is!™
It would have been easier o make the
turn the first ume. Now we have to
negotate the left turn and 2 convex
angle. Ten hair-pin curves later [ see a
fuded wooden sign ~Obergersbach.™
We've arrived.

HOLIDAYING

ON AN

ALPINE FARM

By Ginger Henry-Kiinzel

Sepp and Anna come out to greet us
with w shot of home-made schnapps.
something like gin but made from uppies
and pears. Legal moon-shine. Qur bovs,
Stetan aged 6 and Toby aged 4 have
already disappeared inte the barmn where
Sepp’s grandchildren, Franzi. Peter and
Elisabeth are introducing them 1o the
chickens. rubbits and pigs.

The cows are on a meadow further up
the mountain and the sheep and goarts
are grazing further down the mountain.
One sheep has refused to accept her
baby lamb and the children fecd her
milk from the borttle, There's alwavs
quite adiscussion about whose turn itis
forthat “"chore.™

Milking Time!

AtS p.m. Franz. Sepp’s son. pulls upin
atractor with a flat-bed traiier. His wife
Resi loads the milk cans on the wailer
and all the children pile in. wo. It looks
iike fun, so L climb aboard.

Three S-curves further up the moun-
min we spot the cows. The children
help herd the cows o a small “milk-
ing shack.” Whoever is so inclined can
try his hand ar mitking. Franz and Resi
muake i1 look 50 casy, bul Steran’s ef-
forts vield enlyv a few drops. No matter;
Franz smiles and patiently lers every
child have a wrn. The cows. we are
told. know very well if thev're being
milked &y a pro or an amateur. They
just stand patiently and don’t seem 1o
care less what anyone is doing 1o them.

This is one of the few remaining
farms where hand-milking has held its
own against the automated milking ma-
chines. It 1s no commercial dairy farm.
All the milk stays on the farm for the
family and the guests. Whatever is not
usad 1s fed to the pigs.

Making Farm Chores Fun

On Sepp’s farm, the guest is (he reason
for being. He has a small income from
raising chicks to the age of two months
and then selling them. but his man
source of revenue 1y the income from
the guests. And that means that the
QUESEs d4re not just a necessary evil, but
an intezral part of the farm.

Ol course the chores need o ger done,
but o watch Sepp and his fumily, one
thinks life on the farm is more play thag
work. Sepp can make the most menial
chores INto a same -- 4 veritable Mary
Poppins.

On our second aftemoon when the
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skies suddenly iook very threatening,
Sepp rounds up all the guests and puts
them to work hurriedly transporting
hay from the meadows into the bam.

The children. using small wagons.
don’t get too much hay into the bam,
but they have a wonderful rime and are
made to feel useful. The adults form a
kind of bucket brigade and manage to
get most of the hay in before the skies
open up and drench everyone. Now 1
know the true meaning of the expres-
sion ‘‘make hay while the sun shines."”
We are all duly rewarded with schnapps
and, for the children, fresh blueberry
cobbler.

Kids Will Be Kids

After milking, it’s time to set the tables
and get ready for dinner. The children
take twms tuming the crank on the
centrifuge where the cream is separated
from the milk. Toby has found a spoon
and is eating the foam as fast as he can.
I look around hoping nobedy has no-
ticed. but Sepp is standing nearby grin-
ning from ear to ear. Toby is obviously
not the first child to have that idea. I
have a sneaking suspicion that Sepp has
secretly given Toby the spoon. Sepp’s
biggest difficulty with the guests, as [
see 1t, 1 trying 10 convince the parents
that kids will be kids -- and that is
encouraged on this farm.

Dinner is filling -- noodle soup, pork
roast (courtesy of the ancestors of those
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Sepp and Anna

pigs we saw earlier in the barn), cab-
bage. and more blueberry cobbler for
dessert. These are wild blueberries from
the mountains. Anna says she knows a
secret place which she will show me the
next day.

Games and Practical Jokes

Sepp leads an excursion through the
fields to the trout pond after dinner.
Every child gets a handful of fish food
to throw in. Then Sepp has some games
to play with the children before they go
io bed. These are games involving music
(courtesy of Franz on the guitar and
brother Michael on the accordion),
practical jokes, and sometimes a bit of
skill. Nobody loses. The children are
now exhausted and fall willingly into
bed.

In these quarters it's impossible not
to get know the other guests. Everyone
is like one big family. Though [ had
planned to go to bed early. the evening
events are much to fun too pass up. For
the adults, Sepp has more practical jokes
lined up. Being the most recent arri-
vals, we are the butt of the jokes. With-
out divulging trade secrets, I can say
that eggs, ropes and water play a major
role and provide everyone --including
us -- with lots of laughs.

The next morning Stefan has already
accustomed himself to farm life and is
up at the crack of dawn collecting eggs
in the bam. Then he finds himself a

stick and helps Peter and Franzi herd
the calves from the bamn out into the
pasture. By the time we come down for
breakfast he is cranking the centrifuge
again from the morning milking.

Breakfast is cold cuts, cheese. home-
made btlueberry jam. fresh butter and
brick-oven bread. The oven is in the
courtyard out behind the kitchen door.
Breakfast is so plentiful that we have
encugh left over o make sandwiches
for lunch.

The Blueberry Patch

Anna, as promised. is going btueberry
picking today. Another guest, Hans.
and [ are going along. We drive up o
the top of the mountain, park the car
and walk into the woods about one
mile. There, on the side of the mountain
with full southem exposure, are acres
of blueberry bushes. Anna has two large
buckets, I have one, and Hans a huge
basket strapped on his back.

We work with metal combs which
strip the berries from the bushes. Anna
is much faster than Hans and [ She
empties her bucket into Hans' basket
and staris again. I'm having trouble
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keeping my footing on this incline. not
1w mantion keeping the bucket from (ip-
ping over every ume 1 set 1t down.
Several hours later. all three buckets
and the basker are full. thanks muinly 10
Anna. and we rek back 1o the car with
our heavy load. Next eomes the task of
separating all the (wigs and leaves from
the berries. first with an anligue thresh-
ing machine and then by hand. Clean-
ing forwv kilograms of bermies is a lot of
work. but the reward is a Jot of good
ealing.

Baking Bread for a Crowd

Alter supper. Anna plans 1o make bread
dough. The lareest bowl imaginable

wouldn 't be big enough -- Anna
uses awooden rrough! Twenty
kilograms of tiour. a generous
helping of veast, sall and waler
are mixed together (no Cuisi-
nart on this job). The dough
then rises overnight. The oven
Is a stone building with achim-
ney and a small door half-way
up one side. In the moming.
Sepp builds a wood fire in the
oven and iets it burn down 1o
coals. The coals and ashes are
then shoveled out and the bread
loaves (25 large round cones)
are pul into the oven. They
bake from the heat which the
stones are now radiating.

The next day. the butcher
comes 10 slaughter apig, Being
kind-hearted and weak of stom-
ach. 1 decide 1o take the chil-
dren for a mountain hike. My
husbang later {illed me in on
whatan interesting exhibiton |
had missed and how much he
had learned. The smoking and
curing is also done on the prem-
ises.

The Senner

There are numerous possibilities for
excursions from the tarm including
hiking. skiing in winter. a rip 1e the
swimming holc or a visit 10 a Sewmner.
This s someone hired by a farmer 1o
stay with the cows all summer high up
in the mountaing where the grizing is
especialty good. In former times. the
Senner was usually a voung girl who
was theoreucally alone with the cows
alt season. Folklore and flolk songs.
however, relate 1ales of how shepherds
and hunters would occasionally keep
the “*poor voung thing™™ company on
those long summer nights!

Large seleciion of British ond
Amerncon classics, modern classics,
young authors, coffee-table books,
and tfrovel guides.

Visa and Masiercard welcome.
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comfortabie atmaosphere.,
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Because these high alpine meadows
can be reached oniv on foot. the milk
must remain there and is made e
cheese and butter. A Seviner’s cabin is
always a welcome sight (o hikers. On a
bench in the vard. one can sip a refresh-
ing glass of coid milk or buttermilk and
snuck on home-made bread. butrer and
cheese while breathing in the fresh
mountain zir and enjoying the scenic
panorama. Mother Nature at her best!

There are nurierous farms through-
out Bavaria and Austria which offer
farm vacalions. some even with a house-
keeping apartment Lo rent by the week,
The cost of aroom is about DM 20 - 30
per person per dav (less for children)
depending on whether vou have just
preakfust or full board. The apartments
generally cost about DM 100 per day.

Holiday Information

The Auwstrian Tourist Office.
Neuhausersir. |.oel. 260 70 33,
can provide vou with farm vaca-
tion catalogs for each Ausirian
region.

v For farm vacauions in Bavara,
© pickupacopy of the Baverischer
" Bauernverband's catalog. avail-
able ai Sparkassen and Raifieisen
banks.

Ginger Henrv-Kiinzel. cditer of Mu-
sich Found. savs that hev familv foves

farm dife. "On the farm. mv kids do

chares all dayv and beg for more! Ar
home, they swant union wages just 1o
empty the wash can!”

Pirerographs by the anrhor

TRAVEL NETWORK

rejse service

INDIVIDUAL & QUALTFIED
TRAVEL PLANNING AND COUNSELING
For a1L Tyres oF TrIPs

Low axD LasT-MINUTE FARES,
CHarTERS & CLUB VACATIONS,

Tel. (089)271-1891
Barer Strae 47, U3 /U6 Universitit
Daily 9am to 7pm, Sa %am to 1pm
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