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Know the price you’re

willing to pay

Sie wollen als Frau alleine ein Auto kaufen? Verblaffen Sie den Autoverkdufer mit technischem

Know-how, unad stehen Sie auch bei Preisverhandiungen eisern lhren Mann!

J W, ne winter evening a few

| | years ago, with temperatures

1 j far below zero, my car’s en-
7" gine froze up. I'm not too
mechanically mipded, so 1 was guite

surprised to learn that you can’t sim-
ply thaw a frozen engine with a hair
dryer ot by parking it in a heated
garage. No, it seems that when your
car’s engine freeczes up, it's pretty
much the end of the road — no pun
intended,

The problem had something 1o do
with a hose that had cracked as a re-
sult of the cold. Because my car was
old and not worth the cost of repairs,
I decided it was time to buy a new
one. I'd never done this by myself, so
1 thought it could be a valuable learn-
ing experience.

The first thing was to decide what
king of car to buy — and no, women
do not pick cars based on color. Fuel
efficiency, cheap repairs, and a rea-
sonable price are important. After
spending hours reading about cars on-
lige, I chose the Toyota RAV4,

Now [ needed to find out where to
buy it and how much 0 pay. Again,
the internet was a huge help. Afler
finding the lowest price that anyone
in the state was willing to offer, 1
drove to a nearby dealer, ready to pay
exactly that price. Car salesmen have
a reputation for being glick and for
being good at haggling. I decided 1
was going 10 be even better.

When I walked into the showroom.
a salesman named Andre jumped up.
I’m sure he thought this would be a
very casy sale, He didn’t yet know
that [ had done my homework and
knew how to drive not only a car, but
a hard bargain as well. I told Andre
that I was interested in a new RAV4
and wanted o buy it that evening.
With a big smile, he started putting
numtbers into his calculator.
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“I can tell you're a smoart woman,
and I like you. so I'm going to give
you a really good deal,” he said, look-
ing me in the eye, “In fact, iC’s so good
that I can’t say it ont loud.”

He wrote a number on a piece of
paper and pushed it across the desk
toward me. I put on my look of com-
plete shock.

“What? No way!” I said.

Andre stood up and said he’d have
1o talk to his manager to see what he
could do. When he came back several
minutes later, his smile was even big-
ger. Since it was getting late in the
day, his manager had said he could
go ahead and lower the price. He
reached for the paper and wrote down
a new number. | shook my head and
again put on my look of shock. “Still
no deal,” 1 said.

After this game had gone on for sev-
eral rounds, Andre was beginning to
get a little fruswrated. “How cab we
put you in a new car tonight?” he fi-
nally asked. “What price are you will-
ing (o pay?”

“I’m sure Andre
thought it would be
easy to sell a car

to a single woman”
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I looked him in the eye. “It’s such a
good price that I can't say it out loud,”
I said calmly as I took the pencil and
wrote down my price.

Although there wag another discus-
sion of two with the unseen manager,
and some complaining about how he
couldn’t possibly make any money
on this deal, Andre finally filled out
the papers, and I got my car — at the
price I’d wanted to pay.

I got it in the color I wanted, too.
There was no way 1 was going to be
seen in that ugly beige car on the lot,
even if it meant that Andre had w0 have
a blue one brought in from another
pant of the state, Some things are
worth fighting for. e
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