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The price of
happiness

Darf eine Hochzeit ein Monatsgehalt kosten oder soviel wie ein Haus? Unsere Kolumnistin berichtet,

wie man beim Heiraten mit kleinem Einsatz gro3e Gewinne erzielen kann.

rriving at the church, [ wait

for the usher to take me fo

nmy secat. The wedding cere-

mony is a traditional one,
with bridesmaids and a maid ‘of honor.
As Wagner’s “Weddimg March” is
played, the bride, wearing a beautiful
long white dress, comes down the
aisle with her father. The groom is
waiting for her with his best ;nan and
ushers af the front of the church. It’s
a storybook wedding.

Eighty percent of American couples
still prefer to have their wedding in a
church or synagogue. Others prefer un-
usual focations, such as a fancy hotel
in the mountains, a beach in the
Caribbean, or the deck of a cruise ship.

There’s a lot to be said for a backyard
wedding, particularly if it’s important
to keep costs down. [ read recently that
the average wedding now costs
$25,000. Traditionally, the bride’s par-
ents paid for the cercmony and recep-
tion, and the groom’s parents for the
rehearsal dinner. These days, couples
often pay these costs themselves, which
also gives them more control.

Although Stefan and Darcy made
certain that all of their guests enjoyed
a greal parly, they did much of the
work themselves. Many of their
friends also helped, setting up the
huge backyard tent, creating decora-
tions for the tables, and even working
at the bar during the reception.

During the ceremony, the guests sat
under a beautiful old apple tree. Darcy
and Stefan stood before them with
Gabby and Brianna, Darcy’s two
young daughters from her first mar-
riage. The ceremony began with a
symbol of unity: Darcy’s mother had
brought a bottle of sand from a beach

“There’s a lot to be

said for keeping things

simple and inexpensive
on your wedding day”

near where Darcy had grown up, and 1
had sand from the lake where Stefan
had spent his summers. We poured our
sand into a third bottle; this repre-
sented the joining together of our two
families. After exchanging wedding
vows and rings with Darcy, Stefan got
down on his knees and gave Gabby
and Brianna each their own “family
ring,” tefling themn that he was not
only marrying their mother, but that all
four of them were now a new family.
As the little girls smiled with pride, I
couldn’t help but notice that I was not
the only guest reaching for a lissue.

It was just a short walk over Lo the
tent where the food and drink were
waiting. In keeping with the beach
theme, Stefan had filled a canoe with
ice aud packed it with beer, wine and
other drinks. The dinner was sealood,
a natural choice in Maine. The wed-
ding cake was placed in “sand” (sugar
mixed with cocoa powder), with
chocolate shells all around. As I drank
champagne and watched the bride and
groom enjoy themselves, 1 thought to
myself that there’s a lot to be said for
keeping things simple on your wed-
ding day. In the words of Walt Whit-
man, “I have learned that to be with
those I like 1s enough.” Isn’t that what
love and marriage are all about? @

My son Stefan recently got married.
He and his bride, Darcy, decided to
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party. The bridal shower, generally held
by the maid of honor, is a quiet event
with lemonade, cookies and girl talk.
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